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General Marking Guidance

This mark scheme provides a list of acceptable answers for this
paper. Candidates will receive credit for all correct responses but
will be penalised if they give more than one answer where only
one is required (e.g. putting an additional cross in a set of
boxes). If a candidate produces more written answers than the
required number (two instead of one, three instead of two etc),
only the first answers will be accepted. Free responses are
marked for the effective communication of the correct answer
rather than for quality of language but it is possible that, on
some occasions, the quality of English or poor presentation can
impede communication and loose candidate marks. It is
sometimes possible for a candidate to produce a written response
that does not feature in the mark scheme but which is
nevertheless correct. If this were to occur, an examiner would, of
course, give full credit to that answer.

This mark scheme relates to Assessment Objective 1 - Understand
spoken language.

All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must
mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark
the last.

Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than
penalised for omissions.

Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may
lie.

There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark
scheme should be used appropriately.

All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded.
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the
answer matches the mark scheme. Examiners should also be
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not
worthy of credit according to the mark scheme.

Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide
the principles by which marks will be awarded and
exemplification may be limited.

When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be
consulted.

Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has
replaced it with an alternative response.
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Communication and content




Mark range ‘ Descriptor

0-1 Little or no relevant communication.

Little relevant information with much ambiguity and many

2 . .
omissions. Often incoherent.

Main points of the task completed but there may be some
3 irrelevance, omissions or repetition. Minimal level of response
with little description or opinions. Not easy to read.

Majority of task completed and relevant. There may be some
irrelevance caused by a misunderstanding of the task. There is
some evidence that the student can go beyond a minimal
response due to some expansion of ideas and opinions as
appropriate to the task. Some attempts to link the piece together
as a whole. Sometimes ambiguous.

Responds fully to all, or nearly all, of the task. Task clearly
understood. Evidence of both opinion and description as

5 appropriate to the task. The piece is clear and has some
coherence. May be rather pedestrian or, alternatively,
somewhat over-ambitious.

Task clearly understood and responds fully to the task. Ability to
narrate, expand, give full descriptions and express opinions as

6 appropriate to the task. Piece is clearly linked together,
coherent and relevant. Pleasant to read.

Knowledge and application of language

Mark range Descriptor

0 No language worthy of credit.

Limited vocabulary and structures which are just adequate to the
task. Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to task.
Sentences are usually short, although syntactically more or less

1 correct. Occasional use of standard idiom. Some errors in correct
formation and use of verbs. Pre- learned, set phrases predominate.
Use of adjectival or adverbial phrases is not always successful.
Communication may sometimes be impeded.

Vocabulary, structures and idiom adequate to the task in
description expressing and justifying opinions. Complex structures
used successfully and language manipulated to suit purpose.

Accuracy of language



Mark range ‘ Descriptor

0 Little or no language worthy of credit.

Many errors but main points communicated. Some correct

1 constructions allowing successful communication.

High level of accuracy, though not faultless. Orthography
2 generally well mastered. At least some use of complex
language.

* Please note, lifting/copying of 5 or more consecutive words from the text will
not be credited marks from the marking criteria.
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